Dear Manhattan Community Board 8,
 
Exactly one week from today, smoking within New York City’s parks, beaches, and pedestrian plazas will be prohibited in New York City.  I am sending this note as a reminder of this important milestone.
 
It is very important that our partners and friends take the lead and set an example for New Yorkers by following this new law and refraining from smoking on Parks property.
 
Smoking will be prohibited within parks, beaches and pedestrian plazas. You’ll note that smoking will still be allowed on sidewalks outside parks, including the sidewalks that form the perimeter of parks and in the parking lots of all Parks properties. We expect that the new law will be enforced mostly by New Yorkers themselves, who will ask people to follow the law and stop smoking. This is how similar laws have worked in other places, including Chicago and Los Angeles. However, people who violate the new law could receive a $50 ticket.
 
Over the last month, we have been posting signs throughout our properties and providing information on how to quit smoking to those who need it.  We encourage anyone who wants to quit smoking to call 311 or 866-NYQUITS, or visit nysmokefree.com.
 
Please help us spread the word about this important date by sharing information with your neighbors.   Should you have any further questions, please feel free to call my office at (212) 360-3484.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Scott Blackmon
Deputy Commissioner for Community Outreach
