Dear Friend,
For most children, going back to school means new pencils, notebooks, folders, backpacks; everything they need to start the school year off right.  But kids who are homeless often can't afford these basic supplies, and have to begin the school year looking and feeling different from their classmates.
 
Operation Backpack helps close this gap, collecting and distributing thousands of backpacks full of new school supplies to homeless children in New York City.  Last year, we distributed over 7,000 backpacks, helping these students go back to school with hope and confidence, ready to succeed.  There are 11,000 school-aged children living in homeless shelters in New York City, and each year we get closer to our goal of providing each of them with a backpack full of supplies.  It is heartbreaking when we are not able to meet this need.
 
We would be thrilled if your Community Board would help us reach this goal. We understand the impressive influence you have in your community and would deeply appreciate your support.
There are many ways to get involved with Operation Backpack. One of the most important ways to get involved is by spreading awareness about the drive within your community; you can help us publicize Operation Backpack by writing about us in your newsletter, on your website, or any mode of public communication your Community Board uses. Another way to get involved is to encourage local offices, religious centers, camps and summer schools to host backpack and school supplies drives this summer.
More information about the program is available at www.OperationBackpackNYC.org. If you are interested in becoming involved with Operation Backpack or if you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me at 212-496-4306 or Dfalk@voa-gny.org. Thank you so much for your time and consideration!
Best,
Danni Falk
 

Danni Falk
Special Projects Associate
Volunteers of America - Greater New York
340 W. 85th Street
New York, NY 10024
(212) 496-4306
dfalk@voa-gny.org
www.OperationBackpackNYC.org
