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New Yorkers divert leaves from the trash bin to the compost bin  

SUMMARY:

NYCLeaves: Project LeafDrop, a lively coalition of community gardens, open space and greening groups, and other community partners are dedicated to reducing usable organic materials in the City’s waste stream. They work together to direct fallen leaves from the trash bin to the compost bin.  Last year, residents throughout the City brought over 12 tons of leaves to Project LeafDrop sites…leaves that would otherwise be part of the 20,000 tons of leaves that go into the City’s already-overburdened landfills.  Savvy community gardeners turned them into beautiful, rich compost and mulch for garden beds and hungry street trees.  As more sites join the project, they expect to do even better, this year.

Project LeafDrop 2011 sites welcome neighborhood residents to bring your bagged leaves (in clear plastic or paper bags without twigs or trash!) to participating sites on specific dates in November and early December.  

Information will be available at many sites about how to make compost in your own garden or apartment and where to buy low-cost compost bins.

To register a garden or other open space as a Project LeafDrop 2011 site, to find dates and participating sites near you, to volunteer to help or for more information about the project, check out the group’s website: www.nycleaves.org or email them at compost@nycleaves.org.

KICK-OFF EVENTS: SAT. NOV. 5th in BROOKLYN: 11am-1pm at 6/15 Green (corner 6th Ave. & 15th St.); 11am-3pm at North Brooklyn Compost Project’s Pumpkin Smash/LeafRaking Party (McCarren Park, corner of Driggs Ave. & N. 12th St.); 11am-4pm at Public Service Youth Farm (Kingston Ave. bet. Rutland Rd. & Winthrop St.)

SAT. NOV 5TH in QUEENS: 10am-1pm at Long Island Community Garden (49th St. bet. Vernon Blvd. & 5th St.) 

=======================================================================================

Until 2008, New York City collected over 20,000 tons of residential leaves annually.  Much of it was composted and made available to the public.  But, since that program was discontinued due to budget cuts, leaves collected at curbsides have been treated just like regular garbage. In response, a pilot project in 2008 at 6/15 Green garden in Park Slope, Brooklyn, collected over 1 1/2 tons of leaves, revealing a deep desire in the community to keep autumn leaves out of the City’s wastestream and transform them into fertile compost.  In 2009, NYCLeaves created Project LeafDrop to expand that initiative.  In 2010, residents brought over 12 tons of leaves to 50 participating sites for recycling into “brown gold”.  Many groups work with Master Composters from the NYC Compost Project to provide educational material about home and backyard composting.  The project helps to raise public awareness about the importance of reinstating the City’s municipal leaf composting/give back program. 

Bringing bagged leaves to a Project LeafDrop site lightens the City’s load of trash, saves the City the money it would spend collecting and getting rid of leaves, and redirects this precious natural resource to its best use – as compost to enrich exhausted urban soil or feed stressed and hungry street trees.  It’s a win/win!
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