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Subject: Reminder from Con Edison: Call Before You Dig
 

Did you know that excavators can call for free mark-outs before doing any excavation work to locate buried natural gas pipelines that run in your community?  Well, only 40% of Public Officials did in a survey conducted by Con Edison and the Northeast Gas Association. Approximately one third (32%) of the damages in the U.S. resulted from failure to call 811 prior to excavation. Therefore, a call to a one call center may be the simplest and most effective means to reduce or eliminate excavation-related underground utility damages.
When calling 811, excavators or the public are connected to either Dig Net for New York City and Long Island or Dig Safely throughout the rest of the state.  These one-call centers notify the appropriate utility companies. Then, professional locators are sent to the requested digging site to mark the approximate locations of underground lines with flags or spray paint.  Excavators are then required to dig by hand to locate these lines before digging with mechanized equipment.  This service is all done for free.
Striking a single line can cause injury, repair costs, fines and inconvenient outages. Every digging project, no matter how large or small, warrants a call to 811. Installing a mailbox, putting in a fence, building a deck and laying a patio are all examples of digging projects that need a call to 811 before starting.
Current New York state law only requires excavators to call but we encourage anyone who is digging to call for free mark-outs.
As a public official, please do whatever you can to help promote calling 811 and safe digging practices in your community. 
If you would like additional information please reply to this email.
Know what's below. Always call before you dig!
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